
PSC Preparation CPD
21st April 2026 4-5pm

Please write your name and school in the chat ☺
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There are only 27 teaching days 
left until the PSC!!!
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The Year 1 journey of reading…
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Key Dates

WC 18th May – schools receive the PSC materials.
WC 8th June – administer the test.
15th-19th June – timetable variation for absent pupils.
22nd June – PSC threshold released.
30th June – deadline to submit results to the portal.
17th July – deadline to submit results to LA.
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New Assessment Portal
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Monitoring Visits

10% of maintained schools

10% of academies
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Storing of the Check

• Securely stored up to 8th June.
• Don’t leave the materials – take with you 
      when collecting a child. 

English Hubs
Jerry Clay English Hub



Check Participation
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Check Participation
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Things to remember…

• There is no time limit.
• Children do not have to complete in one sitting but 

done in the same day.
• Children can add their own sound buttons/lines to the 

words – individual materials can be downloaded.
• The words can be copied onto the same colour 
      card that are used in school. 
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Things to remember…

• Self correction is allowed but must not be prompted by 
the teacher.

• If a child sounds out the word but does not blend it is 
marked as incorrect.

• You can stop the check if a child is struggling.
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Top Tips…

• Assess your slowest progress children later in the week 
so they have more time to connect and learn the sounds 
in class.

• Automatic readers encouraged to segment and 
      blend on the run up to the PSC.
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Speech & Language Concerns
 

• If a child always pronounces sounds in a particular way 
then that can be recorded as correct.

• Keep a log of the way a child says the sounds as a 
measure.
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Let’s remind ourselves of the structure of the 
PSC…
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Let’s remind ourselves of the structure of the 
PSC…
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The tested 
code and 
example 

words



Save the following sounds to teach AFTER the check:

• ire, ear, ure, tion, tious/cious.

• Any other alternative sounds in your SSP not 
     stated on the check guidance.
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Think about how to teach word reading 
that will allow children to practice:
 
• Short words
• Medium words
• Longer words
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-What is your target to actual difference %?
-How many children does that represent?
-Who are those children, name them?
-Group them:
  -those that are scoring 23-25
  -those that are scoring 20-23
  -those that are scoring 15-20

(Include any that are wobblers)
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Every minute matters:
Have you got a clear and accurate understanding of each 
child on your list? 
Do you know their individual gaps?
Now you need to make sure that you use every moment 
you can grab in school, and at home to plug those gaps.

English Hubs
Jerry Clay English Hub



Teaching those children to the challenge point:

Analyse the data set:
Which sounds would be taught in QFT? 
Which sounds would be taught in additional afternoons 
speed sound session?
Which sounds would be taught in tutoring?
Who and how would you group for speed minutes?
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Meet with the reading team:

• What to teach when.
• Which sounds to teach.
• What to practice.
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Plan out your Practice Times…
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You should have already:
• Mapped out the phase 5/set 3 code that is 

going to be taught in QfT.
• Have a plan and know which phase 2 and 3/
      set 2 gaps are going to be secured and how.
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Be Strategic:
• Share the information with everyone who needs to 

know.
• Be clear about what is being covered when so that 

no opportunity is missed.
• Keep checking and re-grouping and moving the 

information on so that progress is accelerated.
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Make your group teaching be the best 
it can be!

• Get the teaching right and the number of children who 
need extra support will fall dramatically.

• The progress of the children is directly linked to the 
teacher’s expertise.
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Spotlight Children

Some children find it hard to pay attention.

They need more of our attention!

In EVERY lesson:
Decide spotlight children.
Put them in your spotlight.
Direct your teaching to them.
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Job to do…

• Which sounds must be in the pack for 
your children in each QFT group?

• Which words will be chosen to teach and 
to review?

How do you know this is actually 
happening?
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The Sound Grid Matters!

See the challenge: Which sounds do each child and 
group need to know?

Feel the challenge: Which sounds can we tick off today?

Meet the challenge: Which sounds for group lessons, 
afternoon lessons, tutoring?
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Afternoon Sessions



Afternoon Speedy Sounds Session:

Target the correct children:

On track and above children do not need to be in this 
session, they will naturally dominate the session if they 
are.

Group the children if you have the staff/use VC.
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Target the right gaps:

• To benefit as many children as possible in this 
session, focus on the group gaps.

• Make sure the flashcard pack contains the most 
recent 8/9 sounds so that more recent sounds are 
overlearned and embedded.

• Take out and re-teach any sounds that children 
     are unsure of and are not speedy with.
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Job to do…

• Use the sounds grid and make a plan for your 
afternoon speed sound sessions.

• Which children will be in there?
• Which sounds will you teach?
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Tutoring
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Identify children working below 
expectations

Do you know these children by name?
Do you know their individual gaps?
Do you know their main barriers?
What additional support are you giving these 
children?



Teach to the challenge point for each child:

 -Use your data to analyse gaps.
 -Share the gaps with all staff involved.
 -Map out the sounds to be taught/re-taught in  
           tutoring. 
 -Monitor and check that gaps are being 
  taught and secured.
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Job to do…

From the children you identified earlier map 
out a bespoke plan for them for their tutoring 

session.
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